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Basics
• Bilingual submission and publication / translated

• Peer mentored (WJE journal is double-blind peer review) – HEI staff > WJE editors

final decision

• No publication Fees: as part of  Wales Journal of  Education is a platinum Open Access 

journal with no author-facing charges.

Platinum (also known as sponsored or diamond) open access journals allow immediate access to the content of the
journal without the payment of a subscription fee or licence. Authors pay no article publication charge and all the costs
of publishing the journal are met by one or more sponsoring organizations.

• Published online as soon as accepted, typeset, proofed (and translated)

• Unlimited number of  publications (WJE has limited and review etc)



Publication 
schedule

• Every accepted article will be published bilingually in the 
Focus on Practice collection on the Wales Journal of  
Education website and will be allocated a DOI (a 
permanent and persistent unique identifier which allows 
articles to be read, downloaded and cited).

• Articles are published individually continuously 
throughout the year, and therefore do not form part of  
the numbered issues of  the Wales Journal of  
Education. The Editors retain the final editorial decision 
on publication.

• Articles can be cited under the following format:

Author (Year) “Title”, Focus on Practice (Wales Journal of  
Education), doi:

Beauchamp, G. (2023) ‘How to get your work read around 
the world’, Focus on Practice (Wales Journal of  Education), 
doi: 7777777-9999





2,500 words maximum – recent change

Cannot waste words – but write then edit

NPEP – do alongside modules



Abstract 
(150 words, 
not included 
in overall 
word count):

A brief  summary of  the submission 
and keywords, to answer the 
following questions (these are not 
required headings - but could add to 
structure, then delete): 
Why was the study undertaken?; 
What is already known?; How was 
the research conducted and analysed 
(methods, sample, method of  
analysis, etc); What does this article 
add?
Who? What? Where? Why? How?



ABSTRACT

In the new Curriculum for Wales (Cwricwlwm i Gymru) which is phasing in from September 2022, the concept of 

‘cynefin’ (‘the place where we feel we belong’) is core to developing children’s understandings of place and identity. 

While cynefin has long been considered in a wider cultural and heritage context in Wales, it is not yet clearly 

understood in education, and is rarely explored from the pupil perspective. Drawing on data gathered from four primary 

schools in Wales (n = 67 children, aged 7–10), using the method of photo elicitation to scaffold talk, this article explores 

children’s understandings of what cynefin means to them. Themes of people, place, activity, and emotions/feelings 

emerged, which interconnected in multiple, non-linear, and unique ways, indicating the importance of nuance in 

primary-level curricula design.

131 words

Who? What? Where? Why? How?

Do not read or cite this as edited from published article – here to show what it might look like.



1. Introduction (150 words):

This section introduces:

• the topic of  investigation; 

• the aims of  the research; 

• the context in which your research takes place and; 

• why the study is needed.



2. Literature (500 words):

This section provides a review of  literature relevant to the topic of  

investigation and demonstrates your knowledge of  the field.

EBSCO via PLP

Do referencing style from the start – EBSCO does this for you





3. Methods (750 words): save words – consider readers research literate

This section describes ethical procedures, the generation of  data, analytical procedures and must 

include the following sub-headings (although you can add more):

• Ethics: This section describes the measures taken to ensure the research was conducted ethically, 

particularly regarding the rights and general welfare of  participants - it should include academic 

citations – n.b. how informed consent was gained (including with children)

• Sampling Procedure and Description: This section describes the process of  generating the sample 

participating in the study, as well as a detailed description of  the various characteristics of  the sample 

that are appropriate and relevant to the topic of  research.

• Data Generation & Analysis: This section describes in detail the methods used in generating, 

analysing and interpreting data used in the study.



Do not read or cite this as edited from published article – here to show what it might look like.



4. Results and discussion (1,000 words):

This section describes the outcome and/or results of  the research and how 

this relates to previous literature you outlined in the literature review. 

It provides an interpretation of  the findings through careful consideration 

of  the evidence and theories discovered in the review of  the literature.

 You can present all the results first and then discuss, or outline a result 

and then discuss – use headings if you want to but signpost at start of 

section:



Do not read or cite this as edited from published article – here to show what it might look like.



5. Conclusion (100 
words):

This section provides succinct summary of  your 
research. 

It should identify new knowledge and understanding 
generated from the research and inform the reader about 
the importance and significance of  these outcomes to 
the growing body of  literature.

Do not read or cite this as edited from published article – here to show what it might look like.



6. Acknowledgments (not included in word 

count):

for example, any funding you may have received or people who took 

part in the study or helped you in the research process.

e.g. MA



7. References (not included in word count)

Use Harvard format, with entries in alphabetical order, as the following examples:

No bullet points

Abram, D. (2010). Becoming Animal: An Earthly Cosmology. New York: Vintage Books.

Jardine, D. W. (1992). Immanuel Kant, Jean Piaget and the rage for order: Ecological hints of  the colonial spirit 

in pedagogy. Educational Philosophy and Theory, 24/1, 28–43.

United Nations (2021). World on the verge of  climate ‘abyss’, as temperature rise continues: UN chief. 19 April 

2021. Available at https://news.un.org/en/ story/2021/04/1090072 (accessed 26 April 2021).

In-text citations should also be consistent with Harvard style, including source author(s) and publication date(s), 

with page numbers following direct quotes.





Online submission



The end result


