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Evaluative vs 
Explorative

• Evaluating a programme / intervention. 
Often positivist approaches are used.

• Exploring, especially relationships in an 
open-ended way. Interpretivist / 
constructivist paradigms – we are looking for 
meaning.
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Developing a 
research 
question
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Literature 
search and 
review

• Scoping the project: the literature should be 
relevant to your project

• Key sources of literature in the field: 
suggested readings and advice from HEIs
• National Masters

• Talk Pedagogy

• Defining key terms: beyond dictionary 
definitions – highlighting tensions, debates 
and different perspectives

• Where to find resources
• EBSCO

• Hwb
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What do I 
need to 
read?

Policy: relevant policy 
context; background 
and history to the 
topic; ‘grey’ literature, 
government reports, 
published national 
policy.

Practice: published 
studies, reviews, 
published information; 
journal articles, 
professional body 
websites (eg BERA) 

Theory: theory relating 
to topics (eg distributed 
leadership, experiential 
learning, Vygotsky etc); 
theory relating to 
research methods 
(ontology, epistemology, 
methodology); books 
and published theory 
pieces.
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Ethics

• Ethics and guidance | BERA

• Institutional process and affiliation

• Gatekeepers and guardians

• Risks: data collection and findings

• Details of the whole process (how many 
interviews? How will they be recruited? 
Transcription process? Risk management?)

https://www.bera.ac.uk/resources/all-publications/resources-for-researchers
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Data 
collection 
methods

• Survey / questionnaire

• Interview

• Focus group

• Creative (e.g. photo voice, modelling, 
vignette)

• Testing

• Interventions

• ...

• Think about: participation and collaboration
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