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New Work by Andre Stitt

MCAC is thrilled to present newly
commissioned work by internationally
known performance artist Andre Stitt.
Originally from Belfast and now living

in Wales, Stitt presents a site-specific
exploration of the ‘new city’ of Craigavon.
He investigates memory through the
interrogation of space as a primary vehicle
for tracing its repression and recovery and
how through memory and recall this may
be translated or mediated through painting.

Stitt has returned to painting to recall
formative experiences which are evoked
and applied to Craigavon. The artists
psychogeographic experience of Craigavon
is examined through a series of site visits
and explorations via the new city’s cycle
and pedestrian network. This process is
then in turn extended to the wider context
of trauma, and conflict transformation in
Northern Ireland. The project is both an
investigation of the failure of institutional
planning, exemplified by dead-ends,
planned but uncompleted city sectors and
vacant land, and a celebration of utopian
aspirations through the integration of
housing, civic amenities, dedicated paths,
the separation of traffic and green space.

Opening Night

Wednesday 9 December
7:30—9:00pm

Exhibition runs from

10 December—23 January 2010
Artist’s Talk

Wednesday 9 December 6:00—7:00pm
Location Gallery 1 & 2

The show will tour Ireland and the UK in
2010, and an exhibition catalogue with an
essay by Justin McKeown will be published
for the show.

“Through painting | consider myself in the
role of unofficial ‘conflict-zone artist” and
extend this to that of a responder to, and
documenter of civil conflict”.

— Andre Stitt 2009
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"'of the layering of history.
7=Duration 1 hr 20 min. FEE £2
ation contacf MCAC Education.
shops ‘available by appointment.
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Stitt is identifi ed Wi rain of
performance relating more to visual art

and art action [referred to in Stitt’s work as
“akshun”]. His work focuses on difficult and
traumatic themes; issues of oppression,
freedom, coercion, subversion, experiences
of alienation, appropriation of cultures,
globalisation, and communal conflict. His
work physically and emotionally embodies
the divisive forces of capitalism and
materialist addiction; processes of building
and disintegration and the resulting journey
toward redemption.

|dentifying concepts found within the
-exhibition and implementing Andre Stitt’s
approach to performance art, this master
class provides a valuable opportunity

to work with professional artists in the
creation of an individual interpretation of
performance art.

£20

Allimages copyright Andre Stitt.

painting will be efnployed to express both the
rich and interesting history of this area and its
potential for change in the future. >

Pod Class

Creative Writing

Wednesdays commencing

6 January (3 weeks)

7:00—9:00pm

Taking Stitt’s subject matter of Craigavon
into consideration, participants will be asked
to take part in a creative writing class that
explores Craigavon as the ‘Lost City’.

£15 —




